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Types of Ambiguity

® Pragmatic

e Structural

e Referential
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_exical Ambiguity

® Homonymy

g

swallow

Give me aring.

® Polysemy

s

neck

112 g /
10 2
g 3
8 4
= 5

face
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Homonymy

Type Example
Homophones --%male mail@
al

N tear tear
Homographs C\/ ol eat 27X
complete :ne  bank F
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swallow

OE: swelgan

OE: swaleve
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Structural Ambiguity
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Structural Ambiguity

porcelain  egg container
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Structural Ambiguity

old men and women
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Struclgtu ral Ambiguity

e W

NP I

| g TR
JOHN INFL VP

|
|
Y%

Page 9



Structural Ambiguity

The chickens are ready to eat.

| [PRO shoot the hunters [upset me]]
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Referential Ambiguity
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John Bill
his girl-friend
John kissed his girl-friend. ... and so did Bill.
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One student has a car

2 students have 2 cars.



Scoplpe Ambiguity
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LIKE A BOOK

e Every child likes the same book.

e Every child likes some book.
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Child(x)

John
Linda
Paul
Susan

Book(y)

Peter Pan
Cinderella
Treasure Island
The Jungle Book




Pragmatic Ambiguity

e Do you have a life insurance? (£
W\

e /'ve got plans for you! , <
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Summary

word-form
4 students shot 3 professors.
lexeme
sense, ... sense,
word-form
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