
 
 

  1 
 

ChatGPT and the Virtual Linguistics Campus – A Comparison 
 
In the following, the questions of the “How to Proceed” activities of two selected units of the VLC 
Demo Course VLC001 have been extracted and passed on to chatGPT. The VLC guiding questions 
and chatGPT’s answers have been listed below and rated on a scale from 10 (best) to 0 (worst). Since 
access to the VLC demo course is free and does not require any login, anyone interested can 
compare chatGPT’s with the VLC’s answers/solutions and build their own opinion. It should become 
clear that chatGPT can be very helpful for global questions, but has its problems with more specific 
topics. Make up your own mind. 
 
Your VLC Team 

 
Unit 1: Language and Linguistics 
VLC/Guiding Questions 
ChatGPT answers (10 March 2023 
 
Define the term language. 
 

Language refers to the system of communication used by humans to express their thoughts, 
feelings, and ideas. It is a set of symbols (such as words, gestures, and sounds) and rules 
(such as grammar and syntax) that are used to convey meaning between individuals or 

groups. Language enables us to convey complex information and ideas, to express emotions and 
desires, and to communicate with others in a variety of social contexts. It is an essential part of human 
culture and is a key factor in shaping our identity and understanding of the world around us. 
 
Evaluation of Answer: 7 
 
What is communication and in what way is this term related to the term language? 
 

Communication is the process of exchanging information or ideas between individuals or 
groups. It involves a sender, a message, and a receiver, and can take various forms such as 
verbal, nonverbal, written, and visual. 

 
Language is one of the most important tools we use for communication. It is a system of symbols, 
such as words, gestures, and sounds, that we use to convey meaning. Language allows us to share 
our thoughts, feelings, and ideas with others, and to understand the thoughts, feelings, and ideas of 
others in return. 
 
In other words, language is a specific type of communication that relies on a system of symbols with 
agreed-upon meanings. Communication, on the other hand, is a broader term that encompasses all 
forms of exchanging information or ideas, including those that do not rely on language, such as body 
language or visual cues. However, language is often the most common and effective means of 
communication between people. 
 
Evaluation of Answer: 9 
 
What communication systems do animals use? 
 

Animals use a variety of communication systems to communicate with each other. These 
communication systems can be classified into different categories based on the type of signal 
used, such as acoustic, visual, chemical, and tactile signals. Here are some examples: 

 
Acoustic communication: Many animals use sound to communicate, such as birds singing, frogs 
croaking, and whales singing. Some animals also use ultrasound or infrasound that are beyond 
human hearing range. 
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Visual communication: Some animals communicate using visual signals, such as body posture, 
coloration, or movements. For example, the male peacock displays its colorful feathers to attract 
females. 
 
Chemical communication: Many animals use chemical signals called pheromones to communicate 
with others. Pheromones are used to signal reproductive readiness, mark territory, or alert others to 
danger. 
 
Tactile communication: Some animals communicate through touch, such as primates grooming each 
other or bees performing a dance to communicate the location of food. 
 
Overall, the communication system used by animals depends on their environment, social structure, 
and sensory abilities. 
 
Evaluation of Answer: 7 
 
Do animals, e.g. whales or bees, have a language? Justify your answer.  

 
While animals do communicate with each other, whether they have a language in the same 
sense that humans do is a subject of ongoing scientific debate. 
 

Some animals, like bees, have a system of communication that involves dancing and pheromones to 
communicate the location of food sources. Similarly, many bird species have a complex system of 
songs and calls that they use to communicate with each other, and some primates have been 
observed using hand gestures and vocalizations to convey meaning. 
 
However, the complexity and depth of human language far exceed the communication systems of 
other animals. Human language involves not only a large vocabulary but also complex syntax, 
grammar, and the ability to convey abstract concepts and ideas. While animal communication systems 
may be sophisticated and nuanced, they do not have the same depth and complexity as human 
language. 
 
Additionally, human language allows for the creation of new words and the ability to express a wide 
range of ideas and emotions. While some animals may be able to communicate effectively within their 
social groups, their communication is often limited to specific situations and contexts. 
 
In conclusion, while animals do communicate with each other, it is not accurate to say that they have a 
language in the same sense that humans do. 
 
Evaluation of Answer: 10 
 
Outline the different modes of human communication. 
 

There are several modes of human communication, including: 
 
Verbal communication: This is the use of spoken or written words to convey a message. It can 

take the form of a conversation, speech, or written document. 
 
Nonverbal communication: This is the use of body language, gestures, facial expressions, and tone of 
voice to convey meaning. It can be intentional or unintentional. 
 
Visual communication: This is the use of images, videos, and other visual aids to convey a message. It 
can be used in presentations, advertising, and other forms of media. 
 
Auditory communication: This is the use of sound and music to convey a message. It can be used in 
radio, podcasts, and other forms of media. 
 
Tactile communication: This is the use of touch to convey a message. It can be used in comforting 
someone or expressing affection. 
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Olfactory communication: This is the use of smell to convey a message. It can be used in marketing 
and advertising, as well as in personal communication. 
 
Gustatory communication: This is the use of taste to convey a message. It can be used in food and 
beverage marketing, as well as in personal communication. 
 
Each mode of communication plays an important role in how humans interact with one another and 
convey messages. Effective communication often involves a combination of different modes to ensure 
that the message is understood clearly. 
 
Evaluation of Answer: 10 
 
Name and define the core areas of linguistics. 
 

There are several core areas of linguistics, each focusing on a specific aspect of language. 
These core areas include: 
 

Phonetics: Phonetics is the study of the physical properties of speech sounds, such as their 
production, transmission, and perception. It includes the study of the articulation and acoustic 
properties of speech sounds, as well as their physiological and neurological basis. 
 
Phonology: Phonology is the study of the sound patterns of languages, including the rules and 
patterns that govern the distribution and organization of sounds in a language. 
 
Morphology: Morphology is the study of the internal structure of words and how they are formed from 
smaller units called morphemes. It involves the study of the rules that govern word formation, 
inflection, and derivation. 
 
Syntax: Syntax is the study of the structure of sentences and the rules that govern how words are 
combined to form grammatical sentences. 
 
Semantics: Semantics is the study of meaning in language, including the meaning of words, phrases, 
and sentences. It involves the study of how meaning is encoded and decoded in language. 
 
Pragmatics: Pragmatics is the study of language use in context, including the ways in which speakers 
use language to convey meaning and achieve their communicative goals. It includes the study of the 
social and cultural factors that influence language use. 
 
Together, these core areas of linguistics provide a comprehensive understanding of the nature of 
language, its structure, and its use in communication. 
 
Evaluation of Answer: 10 
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Unit 5 - Linguistic Encoding 
VLC/Guiding Questions 
ChatGPT answers (10 March 2023 
 
 
What do you understand by the process of linguistic encoding and how is it subdivided? 
 

Linguistic encoding is the cognitive process of transforming thoughts and ideas into linguistic 
symbols or codes that can be conveyed to others through language. It involves the conversion 
of concepts, ideas, and thoughts into language-based representations that can be 

communicated to others. 
 
Linguistic encoding is subdivided into two main processes: 
 
Syntactic Encoding: It involves the creation of a grammatically correct sentence structure. During this 
process, the speaker or writer selects the appropriate words, organizes them in a specific order, and 
attaches appropriate markers to indicate the relationship between different elements of the sentence. 
This process ensures that the sentence follows the rules of syntax and can be easily understood by 
the listener or reader. 
 
Morphological Encoding: It involves the creation of individual words by selecting and combining 
morphemes, which are the smallest units of meaning in language. Morphemes can be prefixes, 
suffixes, or root words that carry meaning. During this process, the speaker or writer selects the 
appropriate morphemes and combines them to form words that convey their intended meaning. This 
process ensures that the words used are meaningful and convey the speaker's or writer's intended 
message. 
 
Overall, linguistic encoding is a complex process that involves both syntactic and morphological 
processes. It requires the use of cognitive and linguistic resources to convey meaning accurately and 
effectively. 
 
Evaluation of Answer: 3 
 
Why is the process of grammatical encoding influenced by language-specific factors? 
 

The process of grammatical encoding refers to the mental process of constructing and 
organizing sentences according to the rules and conventions of a particular language. This 
process is influenced by language-specific factors for several reasons: 

 
Linguistic structure: Different languages have different grammatical structures, including the ordering 
of words in a sentence, the use of grammatical markers (such as tense, aspect, and case), and the 
use of inflections to indicate grammatical features (such as gender and number). Speakers of a 
particular language are accustomed to using these features, and their brains have been shaped by 
their language to process these features efficiently. 
 
Language acquisition: The way in which people acquire their first language also influences the 
process of grammatical encoding. When children learn their first language, they develop an innate 
understanding of the rules and patterns of that language, which becomes deeply ingrained in their 
minds. As a result, their brains are primed to produce and comprehend sentences in their native 
language. 
 
Language exposure: The amount and type of exposure to a language can also influence the process 
of grammatical encoding. People who are exposed to a language from an early age and who use it 
frequently are likely to be more proficient at using the language's grammatical structures. In addition, 
exposure to different varieties of a language (such as regional dialects or sociolects) can influence the 
way in which people use grammatical structures. 
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Language processing: The way in which the brain processes language is also influenced by language-
specific factors. Different languages activate different areas of the brain, and the neural networks 
involved in language processing may be shaped by the particular linguistic features of a language. 
 
Overall, the process of grammatical encoding is influenced by a complex interplay of language-specific 
factors, including linguistic structure, language acquisition, language exposure, and language 
processing. These factors all contribute to the way in which speakers of a language produce and 
comprehend grammatically correct sentences. 
 
Evaluation of Answer: 2 
 
List the main linguistic notions necessary for the representation of phonetic planning 
processes. 
 

The following are the main linguistic notions necessary for the representation of phonetic 
planning processes: 
 

Phonemes: The basic unit of sound in a language, which can be distinguished from other sounds in 
the same language and can change the meaning of a word. For example, in English, the phonemes 
/p/, /b/, and /m/ are distinct and changing one can result in a different word, such as "pat," "bat," and 
"mat." 
 
Syllables: A unit of sound that is typically made up of a vowel sound and one or more consonant 
sounds. For example, the word "apple" has two syllables, "ap" and "ple." 
 
Phonotactics: The set of rules that govern the allowable combinations of phonemes in a particular 
language. For example, in English, the sequence /skr/ is not allowed at the beginning of a word, but is 
allowed in the middle of a word, such as in "asked." 
 
Phonological features: The individual characteristics that distinguish one phoneme from another, such 
as voicing (whether the vocal cords vibrate), place of articulation (where in the mouth the sound is 
produced), and manner of articulation (how the sound is produced). 
 
Prosody: The patterns of stress and intonation in a language, which can affect the meaning and 
interpretation of a sentence. For example, the phrase "I didn't say she stole the money" can have 
different meanings depending on which word is stressed. 
 
Articulatory gestures: The physical movements of the articulators (lips, tongue, etc.) necessary to 
produce specific phonemes. For example, producing the phoneme /b/ involves closing the lips and 
releasing a burst of air. 
 
Understanding these linguistic notions is crucial for modeling phonetic planning processes and 
accurately predicting the sounds that speakers will produce. 
 
Evaluation of Answer: 5 
 
What are the central notions involved in non-linear phonology? 
 

Non-linear phonology is a theoretical framework that seeks to capture the hierarchical and 
non-linear nature of phonological representation and organization. There are several central 
notions involved in non-linear phonology, including: 

 
Distinctive features: Distinctive features are the smallest units of sound that can distinguish one 
phoneme from another. In non-linear phonology, distinctive features are often represented as binary 
values (e.g., [+/- voice]). 
 
Autosegmental phonology: Autosegmental phonology is a model that allows for the representation of 
different phonological features (e.g., segmental, suprasegmental, and tone) as independent tiers. This 
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model helps to account for the complexity of phonological representation, where different features can 
interact in complex ways. 
 
Prosodic hierarchy: The prosodic hierarchy refers to the organization of sounds into units of different 
levels, such as syllables, feet, and stress groups. In non-linear phonology, the prosodic hierarchy is 
often represented using a tree structure, where each node corresponds to a different level of prosodic 
organization. 
 
Constraints: Constraints are rules that govern the distribution and organization of sounds in a 
language. In non-linear phonology, constraints are often stated in terms of the well-formedness of 
different phonological structures, and they are used to derive the surface forms of words. 
 
Optimality Theory: Optimality Theory is a framework that seeks to explain how phonological patterns 
arise from a set of competing constraints. In Optimality Theory, the optimal output is chosen from a set 
of possible candidates that satisfy different constraints. 
 
These notions work together to provide a rich and flexible framework for analyzing the phonology of 
different languages, and they have been used to account for a wide range of phonological 
phenomena, such as syllable structure, stress, tone, and vowel harmony. 
 
Evaluation of Answer: 1 
 
List and discuss at least three non-linear association principles. 
 

Non-linear association principles are rules that govern the relationship between phonological 
units, such as segments, syllables, and prosodic constituents. There are several non-linear 
association principles that have been proposed in the literature. Here are three examples: 

 
Syllable Contact Law: The Syllable Contact Law is a principle that governs the distribution of 
consonants across syllables. It states that if two consonants come into contact, they will be assigned 
to different syllables. This principle helps to explain why certain consonant clusters are not allowed 
within syllables in many languages. For example, in English, the word "strength" is divided into two 
syllables: /strenθ/, rather than being pronounced as a single syllable /strenθ/. 
 
Sonority Sequencing Principle: The Sonority Sequencing Principle is a principle that governs the 
ordering of segments within syllables. It states that segments should be ordered in terms of their 
sonority, or their relative loudness and openness. According to this principle, syllables should begin 
with a consonant or consonant cluster of relatively low sonority, followed by a vowel or sonorant 
consonant of higher sonority, and ending with a consonant or cluster of low sonority. This principle 
helps to explain why certain consonant clusters are more common than others in many languages. For 
example, in English, the cluster /sp/ is more common than /ps/, because the former conforms to the 
Sonority Sequencing Principle. 
 
Headedness Principle: The Headedness Principle is a principle that governs the hierarchical 
organization of prosodic constituents, such as syllables and feet. It states that each prosodic 
constituent has a head, which is the most prominent element within the constituent. For example, in 
English, the syllable head is typically the vowel, while the onset and coda are subordinate to the 
vowel. This principle helps to explain why certain syllable structures are more common than others in 
many languages. For example, in English, syllables tend to have a simple onset (i.e., one consonant) 
and a more complex coda (i.e., one or more consonants), because this conforms to the Headedness 
Principle. 
 
Evaluation of Answer: 0 
 
What do we know about feedback between the components in speech production? 
 

Speech production involves a complex network of neural and muscular processes that work 
together to produce fluent and intelligible speech. One important aspect of this process is the 
feedback loop that exists between the various components involved in speech production. 
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There are several types of feedback that play a role in speech production, including auditory feedback, 
somatosensory feedback, and efference copy feedback. 
 
Auditory feedback refers to the way in which we use the sounds of our own speech to monitor and 
adjust our speech production. When we speak, we are able to hear the sounds we produce, and we 
use this auditory feedback to make real-time adjustments to our speech output. For example, if we 
notice that we have mispronounced a word or if our speech sounds muffled or unclear, we can use 
this auditory feedback to modify our speech production accordingly. 
 
Somatosensory feedback, on the other hand, refers to the feedback we receive from the sensory 
receptors in our lips, tongue, and other speech-related muscles. This feedback is important for 
detecting and correcting errors in articulation and for adjusting the movements of these muscles to 
produce more accurate speech sounds. 
 
Efference copy feedback refers to the way in which the brain predicts the expected sensory 
consequences of a motor command. For example, when we plan to say a word, the brain generates a 
motor command to produce the appropriate speech sounds. At the same time, the brain also 
generates a prediction of what the speech sounds should sound like based on this motor command. 
This predicted sensory feedback is then used to compare with the actual sensory feedback that is 
received during speech production, allowing for real-time adjustments to be made. 
 
Overall, these different types of feedback work together in a complex and dynamic way to enable 
accurate and fluent speech production. 
 
Evaluation of Answer: 2 
 


