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Variation within RP

¢ Mainstream RP

e Upper crust RP ——"

e Adoptive RP ﬂ

e Near RP
e Conservative RP
e General RP
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The Sound System of RP

® Monophthongs
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The Consonants
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Apart from some allophonic
differences, the consonantal
systems of the varieties of PDE
are highly similar.
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Rhoticity

® the post-vocalic "r"
mother /'mada/ */'mader/
here / hia / * [ hier /

® the linking /r/

mother

+ Vowel
here

® the intrusive /r/
India
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Exemplification =4~

The North Wind and the Sun were disputing which was the T e
stronger, when a traveler came along wrapped in a warm and the Sun
cloak.

They agreed that the one who first succeeded in making the
traveler take his cloak off should be considered stronger
than the other.

Then the North Wind blew as hard as he could, but the
more he blew the more closely did the traveler fold his cloak
around him; and at last the North Wind gave up the attempt.

Then the Sun shined out warmly, and immediately the
traveler took off his cloak.

And so the North Wind was obliged to confess
that the Sun was the stronger of the two.
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Summary
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